
GATHERINGS AT THE APPLE FARM 2018  

 
*Estimated price ranges in this document are revised annually. 

We have had some wonderful parties at The Apple Farm. The setting is beautiful, the feeling 
relaxed, the space is vast, and parking is not a problem. Now that we often find ourselves in the 
business of sharing the farm with others, we think it will be helpful to everyone if we can define 
our capabilities and our limits. We’ve broken this price sheet into per-head costs, but for smaller 
groups a total minimum charge may apply. Things will continue to change, but these are our 
thoughts for now. 

*Subject to our local sales tax (currently 7.375%)  

NUMBERS and AVAILABILITY 

 Our comfort zone as far as group size is between 40 and 120 people. Smaller groups 
are handled a little differently and usually involve a conversation.  Our window of opportunity for 
parties of 40 or more is pretty much Memorial Day to Labor Day, with possibly a week or so on 
either side of that. We generally can count on the weather cooperating and that is what typically 
happens. Our property would be very difficult to tent because of all the trees. Weddings in 
particular are very special days. We only do up to 5 per year in an effort to keep them 
exceptional for you and for us. We are looking for couples whose aesthetic and vision match 
ours as closely as possible. We are usually all happiest when you can trust us to do what we do 
best.  We don’t like to stretch the limits of our crew and our property beyond where we are 
comfortable and confident. 

PROPERTY USE FEE 

UPPER GARDEN $6000  
ORCHARD CEREMONY SITE ADDITIONAL $1800 

 We take extra time to groom the grounds and gardens, coordinate parking for your 
guests, and close our front gates to the public during your event.  The orchard site involves an 
additional layer of planning and grooming as well as extra staffing on the day of. It also allows 
you and your guests enjoy a fuller experience of this special property. 
 

 

 



*FLOWERS, STAGING, AND RENTALS 

USUALLY $1500 AND UP  

 Over the years we have put a lot of the infrastructure in place and are well set up for 
parties, thereby reducing the necessity for excessive rentals.  However, for sit down affairs of 
over 40 people you will definitely need some rentals. There are lots of options and usually a 
conversation is required to figure out the best approach. We usually end up handling at least 
receiving and break down/pick up, since you are not usually on site. 

 The lighting is in place, we have a nice dance floor, and our renovated potting shed 
includes a lovely bar area. The garden and setting provide basic decoration on the grounds, as 
do our normal weekend bouquets in the cottages. Beyond that we like to fluff things up and fill 
out the edges with a few additional bouquets from our gardens and/or potted plants from our 
collection. We will arrange the furniture we have to suit the occasion and can draw on our 
collection of linens. Rita does the flowers these days and will be happy to talk to you about your 
specific vision so we can factor that into our estimate. We prefer a natural, seasonal approach 
that shows off the bounty of our farm. 

*FOOD 

Starting at $125 per person PLUS 20% GRATUITY* Seated affairs are usually 
appropriate for smaller groups, but for gatherings of over 60 people we love to offer our “Roving 
Feast” which includes a wide variety of delicious finger food, including a main protein event, and 
always amounts to a substantial meal for every taste. A combination of passed appetizers and 
several stations presented progressively encourages guests to mix, mingle, and explore the 
space.  The result is a lively party and we avoid the problems of a buffet. A minimum may apply. 

*BEVERAGES 

Minimum $50 per person PLUS 20% GRATUITY* 

 We can provide wine and beer from good local sources. It is possible to bring your own 
wine, but this charge is largely about service. We don’t do hard liquor, the exception being the 
option of a signature cocktail to start off the evening (you provide the alcohol). We like to set up 
a greeting table and serve our Apple Juice Spritzers in our mason jars as your guests arrive. 
Usually a round of sparkling wine or signature cocktail after the ceremony, followed by a white 
wine and/or rose, then a red wine keeps things simple and running smoothly. Groups that 
include beer lovers will probably enjoy a local keg served in our mason jars. We will also have 
plenty of ice water with mint and lemon on hand. Jamaica (hibiscus tea) is a great non-alcoholic 
option as well. We will set up a simple coffee service near the bar towards the end of the party.  

  
 



*WEDDING CAKES 

$10 per person ( MINIMUM $500 ) TO MAKE AND SERVE OUR CAKE 

 We have a few cakes that are our tried and true favorites and we love to make them 
when we have time. However, for a large event we can recommend some good local options so 
that we can concentrate on the rest of the event.  We are also open to discussing other kinds of 
dessert options. 

VENDORS and young CHILDREN 

Generally half price for food and no charge for beverages, but usually a conversation as 
there are so many variables. 

MUSIC 

YOUR CHARGE AND RESPONSIBILITY 

 Curfew is 10 PM in respect of our neighbors. Amplified music needs to be turned way 
down by 10pm and off by 10:30. You and your guests are welcome to linger by the fire until later 
and quiet acoustic music is okay until midnight. Live music is an important element of a great 
party and it is our preference over DJs. Remember, musicians get hungry and thirsty so they 
should be included in your vendor list. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

OUR ROOM WITH A VIEW & 3 COTTAGES $300 per night 

EXTRA GUESTS $50 per person per night 

BED TAX ADDS AN ADDITIONAL 11% 

 To house your guests and/or for dressing. We expect you to reserve all of our rooms for 
at least 2 nights. All accommodations have queen-sized beds and two cottages have an 
additional twin. (Blue Door and Green Door) The basic price is based on double occupancy. We 
can sleep 4 couples and 2 singles for a total of 10 people. There are also several futons 
available that are comfortable for children or young adults. The cottages are quite spacious and 
work well for a family with a couple of young children. 

TIMING 

AFTER HOURS STAFF $40 per hour per person The wonderful thing about the farm, unlike 
many other venues, is that we are able to be flexible with timing.  Starting at 3pm on the first day 
of your room reservations you are welcome to get settled in the space, have walk-throughs and 
rehearsals, and add any of your own additions or decorations.  We will be busy preparing the 
grounds for the event so please let us know if you need to bring in a lot of additional people at 



some point.  The day of the event guests staying at the farm, family, and close friends are 
welcome to be on-site in the morning, but please discourage additional guests from arriving too 
early and occupying the reception area before we are ready.   The greeting table is a great 
place for people to gather up to an hour before you begin.  We will tend the bar until 11pm. If 
you think you have a late night crowd we charge an additional fee to keep at least 2 of our staff 
on-tap until the last guests leave safely. Keep in mind that noise has to be kept to a minimum, 
but a quiet gathering around the fire can be a nice way to finish the evening. Late checkout is an 
option after breakfast in the morning so you don’t have to feel rushed.  

We suggest that you try to come up with some sort of written timeline (including ceremony, 
drinks, food, toasts, photos, dessert, music, etc.) before the weekend of your gathering and 
share it with us so we can point out any conflicts and all get on the same page ahead of time.  

ON-SITE EVENT COORDINATION 

$1500 AND UP  For sizable weddings and complex events we designate one of our 
experienced staff to help you with planning and to be present for the duration of the event, 
overseeing details and making sure everything runs smoothly.  They will serve as a liaison 
between your group and our staff and will be available to address any questions or needs that 
may arise.  They will work closely with your personal wedding coordinator if you have one.  If 
you do not, we suggest you choose a close friend or relative to act as your liaison so that you 
can be free to enjoy your party.  Including them in some of the planning sessions is 
recommended. 

 There are infinite personal decisions to make in preparation for your event, and working 
out many of the advance details yourselves can be fun, rewarding, and also more economical. 
We prefer to leave the nitty gritty planning to you (and your personal coordinator if you choose) 
and focus on the details of what we offer on the property, but our coordinator will help you stick 
to your timeline and will maintain a general level of organization and satisfaction throughout the 
entire experience.  They are available to assist with rentals if needed.  Your party will be 
responsible for securing lodging for your guests, hiring a band and other vendors, and arranging 
transportation to/from the event, but we have a lot of great local resources and will be available 
to make recommendations and help to welcome and accommodate your guests and vendors 
during the event.  

LIABILITY INSURANCE POLICY 

As with most private properties we do require that you carry your own 1-time event 
liability insurance which usually runs about $200.  

 

 



PAYMENT INFORMATION 

 We like to spread out payments in the months before your event, with the goal of having 
at least half of the estimated total paid 30 days out. Depending on the size of your group there 
may be either 3 or 4 payments.  Approximately one week out we will prepare a final bill and we 
ask that you pay it before the event so that you can relax while you are here.  You will be 
invoiced for any additional charges that may occur (such as late night staffing, supplemental 
wine, etc.) after the event. 

--TO HOLD THE DATE - NON REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT FIRST DEPOSIT                     $2000 

--SECOND DEPOSIT BY MID JANUARY TO BRING TOTAL TO $5000                          $3000 

--THIRD AND/OR FOURTH  DEPOSIT DUE DATE TBD                                        $3500 - 5000 

--FINAL ESTIMATED BALANCE DUE 7 DAYS OUT  

Deposits payable by personal check only which can be made out to Philo Apple Farm and sent 
to 18501 Greenwood Rd. Philo, CA 95466.  Final payment due before event and payable by 
check or credit card.  Any additional misc charges will be billed in a residual bill within several 
days after the event, payable by credit card. 

k a r e n @ p h i l o a p p l e f a r m . c o m 


